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Dr. Nathan Hoffman is the son of Morris Hoffman who is 
the son of Rabbi Abraham Hoffman, rabbi of Cheyenne 
191 7-1938 . 

Dr. Hoffman resides in California. His business address 
is Etec, P.0. Box 1449, Canoga Park, CA 91304 
He is working on tapes about the family and will send 
copies to me. 

His grandfather was born in Vilna, Lithuania. He 
immigrated to the US and went to Michigan (Kalamazoo and 
later Grand Rapids). In 1908 he went to Pueblo. In 
1917 he came to Cheyenne. To make a living, he also 
served as ritual slaugherer, opened a slaughter (kosher) 
business and assisted the Chugwater and Laramie area 
farmers financially. About the latter, he gave interest 
free loans. If they could not pay, they gave him 
some land or ownership in land. His meat business 
supplied kosher meat to the Cheyenne community and 
farmers. The non-kosher parts he sold to area butchers. 

There was a trio of three devout members in Cheyenne - 
Solomon Shapiro, Abe Goldfarb and Rabbi Hoffman - who 
regularly met to study the Talmud. Morris Hoffman 
married a daughter of Abe Goldfarb, Mickey. She just 
recently died. Carl Hoffman married a granddaughter 
of Goldfarb, Edith. 

Rabbi Hoffman was also a Hebrew teacher. According to 
stories heard by Dr. Hoffman, Rabbi Hoffman was nicknamed 
"Lucky Strike" because he could flick out a rolled 
string of leather and strike a student all the time. 

He was also called "The fastest belt in the west," 
whipping it out for disciplinary reasons. 

Rabbi Hoffman felt very strongly about social issues 
vis-a-vis the Jewish community. In one instant there 
was a Jewish prostitute in Cheyenne. Rabbi Hoffman 
blamed the community for its lack of social responsibility 
to this individual. 
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Dr. Nathan then told me about the Abe Goldfarb family. 
Born in Poland, he was trained as a blacksmith. 

He came to Denver in 1899 and remained until 1902 
when his brother, Samuel Goldfarb, opened a blacksmith 
business in close proximity. He left Denver for 
Cripple Creek in 1903 where he became a junk dealer. 

In 1908 he moved back to Denver, taking residence 
along the Platte as a junk dealer. In 1912 he 
moved to Cheyenne because he saw economic opportunities. 
Already in the city was a brother-in-law and relatives 
who had a cattle business. He was a very religious 
person and studied the Talmud constantly and seriously. 

A relative, Florence Goldfarb worked for the state 
in the land registry office (Public Lands?). She was 
a close friend of Governor Nellie Taylor Ross. 


Mr. Morris Hoffman then got on the phone and read 
a history of the Hoffman family. Rabbi Hoffman 
immigrated to the US in 1906, going to Michigan. 

In 1908 he moved to Pueblo and in 1917 took a call 
in Cheyenne, where he assumed many duties of a growing 
community. He opened the A. Hoffman Livestock Company 
in 1920, which bought, sold and processed cattle. 

He acquired land in Otto, Chugwater, Granite Canyon 
and in 1924 Laramie. In 1940 the family moved to 
Denver . 


Dr. Nathan gave the following people as references: 
Saul Stark, Albuquerque, N.M. 

Stanley Stark (son of Saul), Albuquerque, N.M.) 
Shirley Gardenschwentz (sp?) (Albuquerque, N.M.) 



